FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
hypothesis that it would have been foolish of
the French to grant so much to Italy., the answer
is that they certainly were foolish to put their
trust in Mussolini and the Soviets, and to betray
the old and tried allies they had in Great Britain,
Poland and the Little Entente.
However far the French may have gone in
compromising themselves with Italy, the course
of events plainly showed that they acted as her
allies throughout the Abyssinian War. The end-
less delays that paralysed the negotiations for the
prevention of the war, the tardiness and feeble-
ness of the sanctions decreed by the League of
Nations, the sedulous abstention from imposing
the sanctions that would really have stopped
Italy, viz. an embargo on oil exports and the
closing of the Suez Canal, the attempts to extract
from Britain far-reaching pledges for the future
in return for French support in the Mediterranean,
were presumably all of them the work of France,
and skilfully sabotaged every step that was cap-
able of helping Abyssinia.
(5) But to the British public, blissfully un-
aware of all these difficulties, the situation seemed
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